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FROM: Kika de la Garza
94-534
Washington, D C
ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT to create new jobs and construct worthwhile projects is a
continuing need in our area. A bill now before the House Public Works Committee is
designed to help meet that need. The measure extends and amends the Economic
Development Act and strengthens it in significant ways.
Year after year, before committees and in the House chamber, 1 have
explained to my colleagues how important ~he Economic Development Administration is
to South Texas. Despite some opposition we have been able to keep EDA alive. Now
the bill reported to Public Works by its Subcommittee on Economic Development extends
the law not for one year, not for two years, but for three years. And that's not all.
The President's budget for the coming fiscal year propose. a reduction
of about 35 percent in funding for EDA programs. But the bill before the Public Works
Committee provides for existing authorized levels of funding for the next three years.
That is in line with the recommendation of the Congressional Budget Committees in
both the House and the Senate.
A new section of the bill would permit a city with a population of
50,000 or more to be designated as a "redevelopment area" if the following condi-
tions exist: a large concentration of low-income persons; substantial movement of
people out of the city; substantial unemployment; an actual or threatened abrupt
rise in unemployment due to a business closing; and long-term economic deterioration.
Grants are authorized to cities for loans and other assistance for
economic development purposes. When the loans are repaid to the cities, economic
development revolVing funds are authorized for the purpose of reinvesting funds in
future projects.
Eligibility requirements under the long-term economic deterioration
standard are as follows: the employment rate must be above the national rate; at
least 15 percent of the population must be below the poverty level as defined by
the Office of Management and Budget; there must be an economic development and
planning capability to administer to grant.
-
The present law is scheduled to expire June 30. There is every reason
to expect that it will be replaced by this new and improved law. And that's good
for us!
* * *
GOOD NEWS is contained in a report I have received about progress being made in the
establishment of the family practice residency program in McAllen. Dr Stanley E
Crawford, Dean of the Medical School, University of Texas Health Science Center,
informs me there is a strong possibility that the program will be accredited by
July. The American Medical Association has been highly cooperative in arranging
for inspection of the plans and the site for approval.
Program Director is Dr James F Fitch, a McAllen family physician. The
parent hospital will be McAllen General. An additional faculty member from the Health
Science Center Family Practice Department may soon be added. Support from the Medical
School will provide visiting faculty from time to time. Three Medical School graduat-
ing seniors have selected the program to begin their training in family practice.
They are Miguel Flores of Brownsville, Richard Moon of Schertz and Joe Luna of
San Antonio.
''We are pleased," Dr Crawford wrote me, "with the cooperation of the
Valley physicians and the hospital in McAllen. I believe that th~s program and
similar programs can provide realistic manpower for this region of Texas."
* * *
A RESEARCH PROJECT by the U S Department of Agriculture will conduct studies to deter-
mine whether low temperature solar heat can be substituted for fuel-burning high-heat
devices now used for drying grain.
Agricultural engineers and scientists in 11 states, including Texas,
will be involved in the research. It will follow through on 1974 tests which indi-
cated solar heat could supplement or possibly replace present high-heat drying
techniques which consume fossil fuel. The studies will be financed by a grant from
the Federal Energy Research and Development Administration.
Two USDA agencies, Agricultural Research Service and Cooperative State
Research Service, will coordinate the research. Land grant colleges in several states
will receive funds through ARS to conduct one-year studies. Various designs,
materials and construction of pilot-scale heat collectors will be evaluated. In
Texas, the service will explore at Beaumont the storing of solar heat in an insulated
water tank and the use of that heat to dry rice at night or during periods with no
sunshine.
New energy sources must be developed for the long run. And the sunshine
of South Texas can play a major role in the future efforts to turn solar heat to the
service of mankind.
* * *
LONGER HOURS for visitors to see.historic areas of the U S Capitol have been placed
in effect for this Bicentennial Year. They are now open daily until 10 P.M. The ad-
ditional time period will help accomodate this year's great increase in the number of
visitors to Washington. Come to see us first.
* * *
VISITORS FROM HOME Visiting my office from home this week were: Mr Jon P Hinojosa and
Mr Richard Hinojosa of Brownsville; Mr and Mrs Robert Dunkin and sons of Harlingen;
Mr and Mrs Julian Gomez Jr of Hebbronville; and Mr and Mrs Ballard Bennett and family of
\,jesla.::o. * * *
